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Y O U O N  
( C O N T R A C T E D  S O U N D )

YOUON is a combination of an “i-sound” kana with a smaller version of “y-
sound” kana (ya や, yu ゆ, yo よ), written slightly to right and below the first
kana.

Examples:
き (ki) + ゃ (small ya) = きゃ (kya)
し (shi) + ゅ (small yu) = しゅ (shu)
ち (chi) + ょ (small yo) = ちょ (cho)
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